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FVE Press Release

EP Resolution about antimicrobial resistance

28 October 2011 - The Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) welcomes the
adoption by the European Parliament of a Motion for resolution on antimicrobial
resistance’.

The European veterinary profession, embodied by FVE, appreciates and shares
many of the European Parliament’s concerns about the loss of effectiveness of
valuable, in many cases lifesaving antimicrobial substances.

FVE is pleased to see that European Parliament has taken on board several
suggestions made by FVE and other stakeholders to consider antimicrobial
resistance as a “One Health issue” affecting the health and welfare of people and
animals.

The Motion clearly recognizes the need for effective antimicrobials in the medical
field as well as in the veterinary field. In line with the Motion from the Parliament,
FVE strongly promotes good animal husbandry practices and the prudent use of
antimicrobials to reduce the risk for antimicrobial resistance. However, as pointed out
in the Motion, measures should not result in the imposition of restrictions on existing
treatment options that are effective.

Moreover FVE strongly advices that any measure to be implemented shall be based
on sound science evidence. FVE does agree that prophylactic use of antimicrobials
should not be an easy replacement for insufficient animal husbandry practices,
however it would be wrong to force veterinarians under every circumstance to wait
until an animal becomes clinically sick before a treatment can be started. Inevitably
this would lead to more animal health and welfare problems and the use of even
more antimicrobials.

Moreover FVE stresses that many, if not all, active substances used in veterinary
medicine are derived from and used in human medicine (8 33). Often they work
through the same effect mechanisms. Separating those used in the human field from
those in the veterinary field will lead to an absolute shortage of substances available
for veterinary use. Consequently substances that would remain will have to be used
more, which will enhance the occurrence of resistance against these substances.
The same applies on the use of “last resort” antibiotics in agriculture (8 34). These
“last resort” medicines have to be available for use in the veterinary field, however
they should be subject to stricter conditions, assuring a responsible use.

! http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+20111027+TOC+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
P7_TA-PROV(2011)0473 (pages 77-82)
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

1. The FVE has been at the forefront of the campaign for containing resistance for many years:

. FVE position on the maintenance of antimicrobials’ efficacy
(http://www.fve.org/news/position_papers/medicines/fve_10_056_maintenance_anticrobials%27_effica
cy.pdf)

* FVE is a founding member of the European Platform for the Responsible Use of Medicines in Animals
(Www.epruma.eu)

* FVE held a conference on antimicrobial resistance in 2008; another conference is planned for
November 2011 (http://www.fve.org/events/index.html)

2. The Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) is an umbrella organisation of 44 veterinary organisations
from 38 European countries, representing a total of around 200 000 veterinarians.

3. For further information, consult the FVE website http://www.fve.org or contact the FVE Secretariat on tel +32 2
533 70 20 or by e-mail to info@fve.org



