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Press Release
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Bluetongue vaccination: FVE urges EU membersto takeimmediate action

Competent authorities in Europe should decide witlfiorther delay whether they
plan to vaccinate against bluetongue, urges ther&dn of Veterinarians of
Europe (FVE).

“The main and probably only effective measure agéilogtongue is vaccination
stressed Jan Vaarten, FVE’s Executive Directoerrafg to conclusions of the EU
Bluetongue conference, held in Brussels on 16 Jghua

However, the availability of sufficient quantitie§vaccine, currently under
development, is critical. The total number of doszpiired in Europe is estimated
at around 150-200 million.Taking into account that production alone will nesexi
to eight monthgdt is essential that vaccination strategies aremsd and the
vaccines ordered as soon as possible Vaarten added.

The FVE urges competent authorities to take thetisions without delay, taatoid
losing an additional year in the fight against imegue — with all the consequences
for animal health and welfare this entafls

Last year, the EU adopted harmonised measuresndonand control Bluetongue,
giving clear conditions for the movement of animdlse EU Commission also
announced that funds would be made available mlneise the expenses made by
the Member States in case of an emergency vacamesimpaign: 100% of the
vaccine costs and 50% of the vaccination campasgif iare to be covered by the
EU.

President

Notes for Editors:

1. < Bluetongue is a viral disease of domestic and wiminants, and it transmitted by midges. It caussvere
suffering and even death among affected animaddsdt leads to a huge economic loss, due to theeedfood
uptake, and loss of milk and meat production.

2. The Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVEgrisumbrella organisation of 43 veterinary orgamisatfrom
36 European countries, representing a total ofrat@00 000 veterinarians.

3. For further information, consult the fve websitgptifwww.fve.org or contact the FVE Secretariatein+32 2 533
70 20 or by e-mail to info@fve.org
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